Special Forces: Day Fifteen

Basic Training: Unit Three

Training for Success
Dare to Succeed!

'‘Dare to Succeed!" - Words in big bold print at the top of a brochure that arrives in the mail.
Infomercials with good looking motivational speakers telling us how to buy property for a buck
and change and sell it for thousands. Endless junk email, with get rich quick schemes of some
sort or another. Success is all about how much money you can make and how much time you can
spend lounging around the pool in your backyard while you effortlessly make money following
their methods. They lied!

Key Verse:

Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do
not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not
let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you
may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.
Joshua 1:7-8 (N1V)

These are God's words to Joshua as the mantle of leadership was passed down after Moses'
death. Joshua was to lead the Israelites into the promised land and conquer the enemies within.
Note that Joshua's success is directly dependent upon His obedience of God's law. Kind of tough
though, wouldn't you agree?

"Just keep ALL of my law and you'll be a success, Josh."

Yeah, right! Sound impossible, doesn't it? Just the big ten is rather intimidating, so | won't get
into all the rest of the laws given the Israelites. Having said that, here's the good news!

One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: **Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the Law?""

Jesus replied: " Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind." This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: "Love
your neighbor as yourself." All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.**
Matthew 22:35-40 (NIV)

Throughout Jesus' ministry, testing him with trick questions was a favorite hobby of some of the
opposition. I love his answer to this one! | think it takes care of all of the big ten. Love - directed
above and directed to those around us.

So What!

How do | set my standards of behavior? Do | focus on all the do's and don'ts, or do | focus on
loving God and my fellow man? I do know that if | focus on the law of love the rest has a way of
taking care of itself. Now that's encouraging!



