Special Forces: Day Fourteen

Basic Training: Unit Two

Security 101
Guard Duty

| hated guard duty and don't remember many soldiers that didn't feel the same way. Walking in
endless circles around the commissary or "PX" (Post Exchange) wasn't anyone's idea of being a
'real’ soldier, especially in miserable, cold rainy weather.

It's January 30, 1988. | was at Ft. Bragg, NC for a Special Forces operations and intelligence
school. My friend Georg (no 'e"), an instructor at the SF (Special Forces) engineer school and
long time close friend, took me to a lunchtime prayer meeting and Bible study at the 82nd
Airborne Division chapel. You see, Georg was an on-fire for the Lord sort of soldier and was
always plugged into a prayer meeting or two or three.

I met another brother that day named John Royeton, an 82nd Airborne soldier, who shared a bit
of scripture with me that gave me a much different perspective of guard duty.

Key Verse:

"1 have posted watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem;

they will never be silent day or night.

You who call on the Lord, give yourselves no rest,

and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem

and makes her the praise of the earth." Isaiah 62:6,7 (NIV)

Soldiers standing guard over the walled city of Jerusalem, ever vigilant and with open lines of
communication to the Commander in Chief. | can see Christian and women in uniform, praying
for their families, friends, other men and women in uniform, for a closer personal walk with the
Master! Can you see a similarity here?

So What!

I see this as a powerful call to prayer. | also know there are a lot of times I've been caught
sleeping on guard duty. That means this is also a time for personal repentance and a renewed
sense of vigilance.

I am not to rest, and it won't bother God one bit if I bombard the gates of heaven until the day |
die, or the Second Coming, whichever is first! What an honor! | also agree with the Apostle Paul,
who wrote in a letter to a young Timothy......

| thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful,
appointing me to his service." 1 Timothy 1:12 (NIV)



