Special Forces: Day Twenty-six

Intermediate Training: Unit One

Strategic Principles
Force Multiplication

Special operations forces (SOF) are sometimes called ‘force multipliers’ because they can turn
small numbers of military or paramilitary fighters into larger numbers of well-trained soldiers.
The types of missions that result in force multiplication date back at least to the Office of
Strategic Services (OSS) in WWII, when small numbers of operators infiltrated into areas
controlled by Nazi Germany to train existing underground forces. The awesome impact of a
small group of men that has the capability of literally training a small army has caused enemies
of the United States to dispatch very large numbers of troops to try and capture a few well
trained and effective “force multipliers’. This same principal of force multiplication is prevalent
today around the world where Special Forces is involved in training other countries’ forces for a
variety of missions.

In reading the Bible, one can see a certain similarity between the force multiplication principle
for military purposes and Christ’s great commission to his disciples. In fact, | personally find the
similarity fascinating! When Jesus commissioned the twelve disciples and finally sent them on
their mission, he didn’t tell them to build buildings, establish programs, package the Gospel
according to current marketing techniques, pass out tracts on street corners, or establish
denominations. They were sent out to be “force multipliers’. Listen to what Jesus told the
disciples when He appeared to them after his resurrection.

Key Verse:

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and
on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. Matthew
28:18-20 (NKJV)

Jesus told the first disciples to go out and duplicate themselves. By definition, a disciple is a
pupil, student, learner, and follower. As Jesus had taught the twelve, they were to teach others.
Just as Jesus brought new life to his followers and instilled his character in them, they were to
present the Gospel and then teach the principles of new life in Christ to their world. Those new
disciples, when trained and ready to be sent, could in turn make more disciples in their own
worlds, or areas of influence. And on and on and on.........

I am not saying there is anything wrong with new buildings, programs, tracts, denominations, or
being culturally relevant with the ways we present the Gospel. They all have their places in
ministry. What | am saying is that they are not the main focus of ministry, the number one
mission, which is “force multiplication’ for the Kingdom of God. The potential impact on our
world and on our own areas of influence is staggering!



So What?

| believe that God has called all of us who name Christ as our Savior to a ‘force multiplication’
mission for His Kingdom. How we undertake that mission with the talents and gifts that He has
given us may differ, but the mission is the same. It is a mission that we all are able to perform
where we live and work. Perhaps that is why | have been involved with the Christian Military
Fellowship (CMF) organization for so many years. | fell in love with their mission
statement...”To Win...To Disciple...To Equip...To Win”!

One could argue that the “making of disciples’ is just for a select few that are involved in full
time ministries or have had a lot of training or formal schooling, but is it? Listen to the
observation of listeners to two of the original twelve, after they had been empowered by the Holy
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.

The Apostle Peter, in a letter to Christians of his day, challenged them with these words...

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated
and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. Acts
4:13(NKJV)

Peter and John had *been with Jesus’ and were empowered by Holy Spirit boldness. No Bible
college or seminary, but they had been with Jesus. The master himself had taught them. There is
certainly a place and a need for formal education, however we all are called to the mission. How
many people do you know that would not set foot in a church or chapel, attend a crusade or
Christian concert, or even consider accompanying you to a Bible study? My uneducated guess
would be a number that far exceeds those who might accept an invitation. There are places you
have been or will be where a chaplain or pastor will never have the opportunity to set foot. Think

Listen to the words of the Apostle Peter as he encouraged and challenged Christians of his day...

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now
have obtained mercy. 1 Peter 2:9,10 (NKJV)

I don’t know about you, but | want to be a disciple, not just a pew warmer one day a week. | take
the words of Jesus to his disciples as a personal mission. I confess that | am not always faithful to
that mission. However, when | am reminded by the words of Peter of the magnitude of what God
has done through His Son, and who He has called me to be, | am ashamed of my slackness and
both encouraged and compelled to continue with the mission!

My friend, ‘force multiplication’ is our mission. How are we doing?



